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The Lysicrates Foundation
(How to say “Lysicrates”: lie-SIC-ra-teez)
The aims of the Lysicrates Foundation
(lysicratesfoundation.org.au) are:
• to support Australian creativity by making
available about $150,000 annually to our
creatives, especially in playwriting;
• to expand the appeal of great Australian art
today, beyond the usual theatre-going public,
and empower audiences through the voting
process; and
• to promote Australia as a land of opportunity
through the example of James Martin, a young
Westie who overcame poverty and prejudice to
gain a classical education, and who rose to the
highest offices in the land.
Our model is the Great Dionysia Festival of ancient
Athens, where rich and poor bonded over a week
of passionate involvement in theatre. Audiences
democratically chose the winning playwrights,
many of whose works still speak to us today.
Our own audiences, for both the Lysicrates
and the Martin-Lysicrates (for plays written for
children), attend for free; and we are filming the
Martin-Lysicrates and putting it on our website.
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NSW children will be able to vote for the winner in
their classrooms. In support, the English Teachers’
Association (ETA) has prepared a magnificent
Resource Kit www.englishteacher.com.au/resources/
command/download_file/id/289/filename/MartinLysicrates-Student.pdf, for which we are very grateful.
James Martin, who built our beautiful sandstone
replica of the Lysicrates Monument, was shaped
by the ideas of classical Greece; so, by promoting
them through the several Lysicrates endeavours,
we are honouring the memory of this child of
Western Sydney.
Our deep appreciation also goes to the Government
of NSW for its support through Environment,
Public Works, Treasury, Arts and Education; to
Chief Justice Tom Bathurst, Patron of the Legal
Friends of Lysicrates and James Martin; to the City
of Parramatta; to Western Sydney University; and
to our wonderful donors.
Lysicrates Foundation Board: Bob Carr, Michael
Diamond, Sandra Gav, Kathleen Gilbert, Kathryn
Greiner, Nat Joyce, Alan Manly, Geoff Selig, Keith
Skinner, Vanessa Tay, John and Patricia Azarias.
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Councillor Andrew Wilson
LORD MAYOR, CITY OF PARRAMATTA

It is vital for new and diverse communities to find
iconic figures about whom they can feel a shared
pride. For Parramatta, James Martin is one such
leader, an Irish-born Parramatta lad brought up in
the servants’ quarters of Parramatta Government
House, who overcame poverty and discrimination
to become three-times Premier of New South
Wales, and Chief Justice.
The boy James was so determined to get an
education that, for two years, he walked or
hitched rides from his home in Parramatta to high
school in Sydney. So it is fitting that this statue
should depict not the usual Victorian worthy,
but the young boy striding off to school.
Despite his support of Henry Parkes, who named
the hub of Sydney after him, and despite the
fact that he built Sydney’s lovely copy of the
Lysicrates Monument now standing in the Botanic
Gardens, James Martin remained an obscure
figure until 2015, when John and Patricia Azarias,
co-founders of the Lysicrates Foundation, began

searching for the person who was behind the
construction of the Monument and discovered
his extraordinary story. In his memory they have
created the Martin-Lysicrates Prize for plays
written for children. The competition is held in
the Riverside Theatre and it is the children who
vote for the winner.
Our hope is that in years to come, the young people
of Parramatta will pause in front of this statue, read
the inscriptions below, and be inspired to follow
the example of determination and ambition that
James Martin represents. His is a very Australian,
and may I say, a very Parramatta, story.

The Lysicrates Prize 2018, Sydney Opera House
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The Hon Dominic Perrottet MLA
TREASURER OF NSW

Our nation’s history is the story of the people who
made Australia the free and prosperous place it
is today. If you do not know where you have come
from, you cannot know where you are going,
so we must not let our history fade.
One of those stories is the story of James Martin.
Not many people know about James Martin. Not
long ago, I didn’t know much about him either. But
because of the efforts of John and Patricia Azarias
– and the wonderful Lysicrates Foundation – I now
know he is an unsung giant of our nation’s story.
I know about his humble beginnings here in
Parramatta. He was a servant’s son, an Irishman,
with no claim to wealth or privilege. But he had
determination, ambition and he believed he could
make his mark on the world.
And he did.
Not only did he achieve great personal success,
he paved the way for others. He was a champion
of education – especially for the disadvantaged
– and for our nation’s independence. He shaped
our young nation as Premier, Chief Justice and
Attorney General.

(Opposite) Artisans from Crawford’s Casting Strathfield, 2017

And it all began here in Parramatta, where a
12-year-old boy would walk and hitch and do
whatever it took to get to school in Sydney’s east.
So I am thrilled that we are here today to unveil
this statue in his memory. It’s magnificent –
Alan Somerville has done a fantastic job.
I hope this statue and James Martin’s story
will inspire millions of people who walk
past it in the coming years – especially
young people, the students here at Western
Sydney University, and especially those from
disadvantaged backgrounds.
I hope everyone sees it and knows that this nation
– the land of the fair go – is a country where anyone
can achieve great things, even if the odds are
stacked against you.
With John and Patricia, we are working to place
another statue just like this one in Martin Place
in the CBD. And when we do, we want to walk
from this statue here in Parramatta all the way
to Martin Place, just like James walked as a
young boy from Parramatta to Sydney Grammar
all those years ago.

The Lysicrates Prize 2018, Royal Botanic Garden Sydney
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Dr Patricia Azarias
CO-FOUNDER, THE LYSICRATES FOUNDATION

This is a very moving moment for John and me.
A couple of years ago, we read Elena Grainger’s
1972 biography of James Martin, Martin of Martin
Place, which she wrote after many long interviews
in the 1950s with an old lady in her late 80s. That
old lady was Mary Inman, Martin’s last surviving
daughter, and co-founder, with her husband, of
Tudor House preparatory school. Direct from
Mary, Elena Grainger got this little anecdote:
Suddenly James pushed through the screening
bushes, and ran up the hill. His father had been to
Sydney to look for work. Had he been successful?
Seething with excitement he rushed into the house.
But no, his dear simple, honest father and mother
were grieved that never a bit of high school would
he see. No work in Sydney and the coach fare too
dear and all. But James was not discouraged,
not in the least. He would walk to school every
day until the family moved to Sydney. Yes, it was
every bit of 13 miles and he was only 12 years old,
but had they forgotten he’d not have the road to
himself? Bushrangers? But father, mother, what
would a bushranger want with books on algebra
or arithmetic? And so it was agreed.
And it seems that Martin’s early struggles were well
known to his contemporaries, including his protégé
Henry Parkes. On the day of Martin’s funeral, Parkes

came back to his office in Parliament House, and
wrote a poem, which included these four lines:
How bravely did the stripling climb
From step to step the rugged hill
His gaze through that benighted time
Fixed on the far-off beacon still.
And at that moment, Parkes decided to name
after Martin the grand boulevard, then under
construction, that was destined to become the
centre of Sydney.
Now John and I had a vision for this statue.
Or rather, these statues, because there is an identical
twin now sitting in a warehouse. If just one kid, one
Jim, one Xiao Min, one Mohammed, one Sunil, one
Salama, who was beginning to lose hope, to feel that
the world didn’t like people like him, or her, if that
one kid could come and stand by this statue, maybe
secretly give a rub to the shoe on the FRONT FOOT,
and if that kid could think, well, he had to battle,
and he won, so maybe I can too, well, if that one kid
takes heart, and goes on to struggle and win, then all
of us can take heart too, and think, maybe with this
statue we’ve done something worthwhile.
On behalf of the Lysicrates Foundation, John and
I would like to thank all the wonderful supporters
here today. One day, we hope that kid will thank
you too.
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Professor Barney Glover
VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT OF WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY

It is wonderful to see how the legacy of James
Martin has been retrieved from the undeserved
obscurity he fell into after his death in 1886. It is
particularly gratifying for those of us from Western
Sydney University, for a number of reasons.
Martin was a figure many would describe as
the archetypal Western Sydney boy; brought
up in unostentatious surroundings, a child of
immigrants, passionate about education, both
for himself and for others, and successful through
his own determination and talents. He went on
to occupy some of the highest offices in the land.
The picture of the 12-year-old Martin, vibrantly
embodied in this statue, deserves to become an
iconic one for Western Sydney. This is a boy so
determined to get an education that he walked
from home in Parramatta to school in Sydney.
For us at Western Sydney University, it is
important that as Prime Minister of New South
Wales (as the office was called in his time), he,
together with his protégé Henry Parkes, realised
the establishment of the nation’s first public
education body.

Martin is a multi-dimensional figure.
His education in the classics drove his
championing of the arts and classical education.
Throughout his life he promoted the great
tenets of democracy and the rule of law. True
to his origins, he developed special training
programs for disadvantaged children.
Education was the transformative pivot for
Martin. It was through education that a boy
from Parramatta transcended the borders
of class, privilege and prejudice to take on
the then Sydney elite.
We hope that from now on, young people coming
and going from our Parramatta City Campus
will – as Patricia Azarias has suggested – give
a surreptitious rub to the front foot of the statue,
and take inspiration from the example of this
great figure of the West.

The Lysicrates Prize 2018, Sydney Opera House
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The Hon T F Bathurst AC
CHIEF JUSTICE OF NEW SOUTH WALES

I am delighted to add a comment to this brochure
commemorating the contributions of James Martin,
both to the legal profession and to the broader
community. I am especially pleased to have been
invited to be the Patron of the Legal Friends of
Lysicrates and James Martin. It seems fitting for the
17th Chief Justice of this state to honour the fourth
person to occupy that office, one who, moreover,
was the first Australian-trained QC, and in a sense
the father of all those who followed him.
Here he is at the beginning of his journey, a young
boy who was destined to leave his mark on the
laws and practices of this country, and who
would play a key role in the development of its
education and in the shaping of its Federation.
Tellingly, he is shown, in this statue, holding a
book of Homer. It is from classical Greece that we
derive the fundamental tenets of our society –
democracy and the rule of law, tenets that Martin
learned as a youth and to which he held all his life.

The other contributions Martin made to the new
colony were his untiring work to ensure it was
strong enough to stand on its own two feet; and
his sponsorship of the early artistic endeavours
of the nascent colony, clearly evidenced in
his commissioning of Sydney’s copy of the
lovely Lysicrates Monument originally built
in ancient Athens.
I trust that this statue will help to remind the
young people of today of the ideals of democracy
and the rule of law which underpin the society
they live in, and of the opportunities it affords to
those who have the determination and ambition
to seize them.

(Opposite:) Senior stonemason Paul Thurloe. Restoration of the Lysicrates Monument, Alexandria 2016
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INSCRIPTIONS ON THE PLAQUES UNDER THE JAMES MARTIN STATUE

“Either I’ll find the way, or I’ll make it.”
James Martin (1820–1886)
12 years old, striding off from home in Parramatta to high school in Sydney.
Raised in servants’ quarters, this Irish-born boy overcame poverty and
discrimination to become Premier and Chief Justice of NSW.
Champion of self-reliance for the Colony and an architect of its public education.
Philhellene. Builder of Sydney’s Lysicrates Monument.

Should you wish to learn more about the work of The Lysicrates Foundation, please visit www.lysicratesfoundation.org.au

